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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1 to 5. 7, 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Southwick. 

In Figures 5, 9 to 1 1 and 16 transverse wires are arranged at preparation position 
D9 and thrust along sliding surfaces defined by guides D1 , D5 by rotary blades D10 to 
pick-up position in notch D30 from where they are engaged by jaws J14 and moved to 
the attachment position. See page 4, column 1, lines 5 to 9 and column 2, lines 6 to 12. 
Latch D7 at receiving head D9 is a stop or movable jaw, as required by Claims 3 and 5. 
Jaws J14 slide in guideways in frame J upon actuation by shaft A. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 14 to 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Southwick. 
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The elements of the Southwick device are driven in timed relation by linkages 
and cams associated with driven shaft A, and appear to be entirely capable of operating 
in the timed relation recited in these claims. To time the movements of the transverse 
wire feeding rolls and transfer jaws in an optimum manner in relation to the movement 
of the thrust finger D10, as seen In dotted lines in Figures 9 to 1 1 , would be an obvious 
mechanical expedient to one having ordinary skill in the art in order to minimize the 
cycle time of the machine. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 11 to 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

No clear antecedent basis is found for "said jaws" and "said housing seating" in 
Claims 1 1 and 12 or "said rotary means" and "said movable jaw" in Claim 13. 

Conclusion 

7. Claims 6, 9 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lowell A. Larson whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4519. The examiner can normally be reached from M-F 8:30-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Banks Derris can be reached at (571) 272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomriation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR syst^ff\\ contacttti&-He<?tronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 
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